
Welcome to the Bike Café!

Same  blog,  new  name  and
location!  After 6.5 years and
3.6  million  views,  Spinning
Music has become The Bike Café
and  moved  to
www.thebikecafe.com.  (When you
visit  the  blog  from  now  on,
you’ll  automatically  get
redirected  to  the  new  site.)

When you check out the Bike Café, you’ll find some major
improvements:

– All posts and profiles are now printer-friendly. (Just click
on the printer or PDF buttons at the bottom right of each
post).  The PDF prints a longer document with a larger font,
while the Print widget is more compact.

– The Reader Playlist page and Bike Café page have both become
forums.  No more clunky loading, plus the ability to comment
on  topics  separately.   Most  important,  the  forums  are
searchable, so if you remember seeing a great theme ride, you
can find it quickly and easily when you need it.  The forums
will look skimpy at first, but will soon be filled with kick-
butt  playlists  and  profiles  and  great  advice  from  indoor
cycling instructors worldwide.  Meanwhile, you can access all
previous Reader Playlist and Bike Café posts under the Forum
Archive tab.  Those contributions are now separated into pages
so they should load faster than before.  Unfortunately, we
were not able to extend the search function to the archives or
to comments but most of the blog content is included.

–  Social media integration.  The Bike Café now has a Facebook
page (like it to receive new posts there!) and you can follow
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me on Twitter @thebikecafe1.

– Mobile compatibility.  The site is now optimized for mobile
viewing.

– iTunes playlists for new profiles going forward, so you can
preview songs and decide what you like right from the blog.
 (This is probably the #1 request I’ve had over the years.)

–  Edited  links.   I’ve  placed  the  freshest,  most  recently
updated sites at the top of the list of other sources for
indoor cycling profiles and playlists and moved the links for
sites that are no longer being updated to the bottom of the
list.  (There’s still good stuff there, which is why I kept
the links.)  For sites that are no longer being updated, I
list the month and year of the last update if you hover on the
link.

– Most posts, more often.  I’ve been holding off on creating
new posts during the transition (which has taken way longer
than I thought – sorry about that!)  I have 15 profiles in the
hopper and will be posting more frequently – about once every
week or two – until they are up to date.  Once up to date, you
can expect one or two new posts per month.  If you subscribed
to Spinning Music, no worries – all 1,830 subscribers have
been transferred to The Bike Café.  Unfortunately, I was not
able to transfer over those who’ve subscribed to comments
only.  If you are still interested in following a particular
post rather than the blog as a whole, you’ll need to re-
subscribe.  All you need to do is navigate to the post, scroll
down to the bottom left, click on subscribe, then enter your
e-mail address.

So far, The Bike Café tests fine in Google’s Chrome browser
and in Firefox but we haven’t tested it in all browsers.  If
you  experience  technical  issues,  try  a  different  browser.
 Please leave a comment or e-mail me at bikecafeblog [at]
gmail [dot] com to let me know about any issues so we can fix



them.

Why’d you change the name of the blog?  I like Spinning Music.

I do, too.  When I started blogging in 2008 I inadvertently
chose an easy, descriptive name that became the #1 search
result on Google for the terms “spinning music”.  But Spinning
is  a  trademarked  term,  and  the  folks  over  at  Mad  Dogg
Athletics (who own the trademark) asked me to change it, so I
did.

I see ads now!  What’s up with that?

WordPress always incorporated some ads into their free blogs,
but you might notice more ads now.  Hopefully they will remain
unobtrusive.  Right now, I am using Chitika, but I will likely
move to Google AdSense in 2015.  I decided to include ads on
the site for three reasons.  First, I want to be able to
devote more time to the site, and that becomes easier to do if
there is a revenue stream coming from it.  The blog will
always be a labour of love for me and it’s been entirely a
volunteer effort for the past six and a half years.  I am
looking forward to being able to set aside more time for it on
a regular basis.  Second, I am not exactly a tech guru.  I
knew what I wanted to do to improve the blog but not how to do
it.  I enlisted the help of web designer extraordinaire Dave
Moore, over at ShadesColour to do the heavy lifting for me,
and I think he did a great job.  (Mobile compatibility was
Dave’s idea.) Thanks for pulling me into the 21st century,
Dave!  Third, I love free content, and I want the content at
The  Bike  Cafe  to  remain  free  forever.   No  pay  walls  or
subscriptions or premium memberships.  Just kick-butt profiles
and playlists and the same amazing community of indoor cycling
instructors from around the world.

What’s the donation button all about?

It’s my stab at crowd-funding for the site improvements.  If
you enjoy the site and use the profiles and playlists in your
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classes and you’d like to contribute, there’s now a way to do
so via PayPal.

When will you post your next ride?

Very soon!  Look for it this week.

Dave and I have worked hard on this over the past few months
and I really hope you like the changes.  I’d love to know what
you think.  You can leave a comment on this post, or e-mail me
at bikecafeblog [at] gmail [dot] com.  C’mon over to The Bike
Café, order a latte, and hang out for a while.

Warm regards,

Cynthia

 


